
NEWS FROM THE DEN 

April 28th, 2014 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),  

 The final term is always a busy time in schools, especially at 

Black Mountain Elementary. In about two months school will end 

for this year. However, during the next weeks, students will be pro-

vided with an opportunity to engage in special events. Although it 

is often a time for teachers to do “special things”, there is still a lot 

of academic time left and a lot of learning left to do. We hope 

that good work habits that have been established for all students 

continue in spite of the many distractions that springtime can 

bring. With the longer days, children are more active, and in-

volved in a variety of activities. As a result, some children may 

postpone homework until it gets dark, but will be too tired to do 

their best. Parents can help by remembering to check your child's 

homework daily and following up with the school if you have any 

concerns, reinforcing good homework habits and encouraging 

your child to get their needed rest.  

 Speaking of busy times… May’s calendar is packed full.  

We have field trips, an author visit, a bike rodeo, track and field, a 

cultural presentation, kindergarten orientation, and our Intermedi-

ate spring concert entitled, “Tunes Through Time”, to name a few.   

Many of these require field trip permission forms signed.  Just a re-

minder, that to avoid disappointment, check your child’s planner 

regularly for these important forms and dates.   

 If you have any questions, concerns or comments, I invite 

you to call, drop in, or email the school.  

www.bme.sd23.bc.ca 

www.sd23.bc.ca 

Principal:  

Mrs. Janet Williams 

Email Janet.Williams@sd23.bc.ca 

PHONE: (250)  765 -1955 

 

Wash your Hands! 

Remember the #1 best guard 

against colds and flu is to WASH 

YOUR HANDS!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES TO NOTE: 

 

 May 9th—Bike Rodeo 

 May 14th—Spring Perfor-

mance 

 May 21st –Apple Bowl 

 May 30th—Fun Fair 

 

 

Anxiety In Children 

Session:  “Helping 

Your Worried Child”  

led by  

Mrs. Susan Smith, 

school counsellor 

 

Monday, May 5th,  

and May 12th. 

 

Parents, please sign 

up at the office to 

attend. 

 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE BUS SERVICE IN THE BLACK 

MOUNTAIN AND KIRSCHNER MOUNTATIN    

AREA FOR YOUR CHILD?  PLEASE TAKE THE  

SURVEY ON SCHOOL WEBSITE: 

 

As part of our safety program we are trying to 

determine how children travel to and from 

the school.  Each year, changing de-

mographics require that School District No. 23 

Transportation department refine our eligible 

School Bus Transportation routes.  This department is considering 

adding more seats on school buses for students who live in our 

catchment area. We would ask that you take five minutes of 

your time to complete the questionnaire, as your feedback is 

important to us.  Based on the results from the survey, we will be 

able to determine an interest level regarding an increase in bus-

sing to our school for the upcoming school year. 



 Next Meeting: 
 

Thursday, May 8th   @ 6:00 

pm in the BME library 

 

 Venture Academy 

 Elections  

 

All parents & guardians 

welcome to attend! 

 

Child minding always 

available for children  

(3 years and up). 

 FAMILY PORTRAITS—May 7th—sign up on line using our 

Hot Lunch button 

 PLANTS DELIVERED—May 9th  

 FUN FAIR:  May 30th—volunteers needed to make this a 

successful event 

 VENDOR’S ALLEY—if you wish to showcase/sell your wares 

at our Fun Fair in May, contact Julee Richmond 

 BASKETS—classes will be asked to donate items to create 

a basket for our raffle 

 EXECUTIVE ELECTIONS—coming up for the PAC at May’s 

meeting –nominations accepted 

 CONSTITUTION/BYLAWS—please review and vote at 

June’s meeting 

 ASK:  What can you do for your child's school? 

Please come on out and be part  

of the BME team!!  

Traffic, Parking, Drop Offs and Pick Ups 

 
We continue to have 

problems with conges-

tion and flow in our park-

ing lot and along the 

drop off zone. At a big 

school like ours, with so 

many students being 

driven instead of walk-

ing, it is really critical that 

we work together to en-

sure the safety of our students and the correct and 

most effective flow of traffic in and out of our parking 

lot. Peak times are especially difficult so we ask that 

you consider ways to resolve some of the problems. 

Some ideas to consider: Arrive earlier – the drop off 

between 8:00 and 8:15 is actually quite easy. After 

8:15 it becomes very busy. Pick your children up later 

– come at the 2:45 bell so they can get a breath of 

fresh air, play with friends, and help you miss the big-

gest rush.  Park along the school playground, or Gal-

lagher Road, then walk to the playground to meet 

your child. Speak with others about a “Walking School 

Bus” (Contact Val our PAC President for more infor-

mation.)  Most of all, please respect the traffic signs 

and regulations.  It is up to ALL of us to work together 
for the safety of everyone’s child. 

MARK YOUR  CALENDAR:        

Gr. 6 Celebration 

12:15 pm am June 18th. 
Parents please attend. 

Gr. 4-6           

Students:  Track 

and Field  

 

Our students 

continue to be participating in the 

different track and field events at 

school. Students in grade 4—6 will 

rotate through different stations, 

which are run by our teachers. Inter-

mediate students participate in a 

track meet at the Apple Bowl on 

May 21st.  Look for more information 

coming home this week!   

Parent Volunteers needed. 



NEXT YEAR PLANS: 

Moving?   If you are planning to move out of our area and your child/ren will not be attending 

Black Mountain Elementary in the fall, please let Mrs. Cairney know in the office as soon as possi-

ble.  Staffing is dependent on student enrolment and we need to ensure that we have as accu-

rate a count of students. 

Requests?  Parents have an opportunity before May 31st, to hand in a written request to the 

school principal as we begin to tentatively place students in their next years classes.  Please be 

aware that although we strive to accommodate parents’ wishes for placement, we may not 

place your child in the classroom you have requested.  The final authority rests with the school. 

Thank you in advance for understanding of our placement protocol. 

School DRESS CODE:  Our school dress code is in place to promote student com-

fort and learning. Warm weather and winter growth spurts have brought out the 

spring clothes, so it is great time for a reminder of the school dress code. Students 

are expected to be neatly and appropriately dressed for school. Students are re-

minded that school is a student- and teacher-workplace. Clothing needs to be 

appropriate so as not to distract or be offensive to others. Proper clothing does 

not include beachwear, bare midriffs or backs, or clothes that reveal undergar-

ments. Short tops, muscle shirts, short shorts and short skirts will not be allowed. Tops 

with spaghetti straps are appropriate, provided there is a t-shirt underneath. Cloth-

ing should not convey any negative messages or any reference to tobacco, 

drugs or alcohol.  Your appearance reflects your good judgment and your re-

spect for yourself and others.   And, students require appropriate footwear to play 

outside and for physical education – flip flops, crocs, skater shoes, and sandals are not adequate support 

and often lead to ankle and food injuries.  Thank you for your support in helping to keep all our students safe. 

School Safety:  Safety is our num-

ber one concern here at Black 

Mountain  Elementary.  As such, we 

would like to remind our parents of a 

number of security precautions in 

place: 

 

 All outside doors remain  

locked during the day, except 

the front entrance door, which is visible to the office.   

 All visitors are asked to report to the office, sign in and out, 

and wear a visitor’s badge. 

 Playground supervision takes place in the morning, at 

lunch, and after school. 

 Students waiting for parent pick-up during the day are 

asked to wait in front of the school/at office. 

 Strangers, those not wearing a visitors badge,  in the hall-

way or on the playground during the days are ap-

proached and asked if they ‘need help’? 

 Safety procedures (fire drill, earthquake drill, lockdown drill) 

are practiced regularly. 

 Parents are asked NOT to use our student washrooms—

please  use the Special Needs Washroom.   

P L E AS E  U P D A T E  Y O U R        

E M E R G E N C Y  C O N T A C T                 

I N F O R M A T I O N !                                      

If your phone number or 

emergency contact infor-

mation has changed since 

September, please let the of-

fice know asap so we have 

the most current information in 

case of an emergency. 



INTERMEDIATE SPRING  

PERFORMANCE 
 

MAY 14TH 

 

12:15 PM—DAY PERFORMANCE  

 

6:00 PM—EVENING PERFORMANCE 

 
Parents are welcome to attend this ‘music through the decades’ per-

formances by all of our intermediate classes (Gr. 4—6). 

 

We look forward to sharing this special  

student-led performance with all of you! 


